NEEV BOOK AWARD 2018 CITATION
PICTURE BOOKS

The NEEV Book Award recognises outstanding writing that leads to a fuller
understanding of India, Indian lives, and Indian stories. The award spotlights stories that
offer Indian children reflections of their own lives and experiences. It also invites children
around the world to explore and better understand India. We hope that this award will
encourage and promote Indian children’s literature globally.

The award winners are chosen from a shortlist of literature that illuminate a changing
India. The authors give voice to India’s evolving characters and the challenges her
children face. Publishers across India submitted titles for consideration. An independent
jury shortlisted these using a rigorous process followed by a detailed read and discussion
of each book. The criteria include the gquality of the writing, interpretation of theme,
development of plot, portrayal of characters, crafting of setting, and the presentation of
the book. After months of deliberation, three distinguished books have been chosen to
receive the award.

The Neev Book Award 2018, for the category of picture books, is given to “I Will
Save My Land”, written by Rinchin and illustrated by Sagar Kolwankar, published
by Tulika in 2017.

This thoughtful book raises many interesting themes including gender equality, land
rights, and the costs of urbanisation. The author and illustrator together present a
complex theme to young children in an accessible manner. Together, they have crafted a
strong protagonist with an authentic voice, an evocative setting, and a compelling
narrative.
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NEEV BOOK AWARD 2018 CITATION
JUNIOR READER

The NEEV Book Award recognises outstanding writing that leads to a fuller
understanding of India, Indian lives, and Indian stories. The award spotlights stories that
offer Indian children reflections of their own lives and experiences. It also invites children
around the world to explore and better understand India. We hope that this award will
encourage and promote Indian children’s literature globally.

The award winners are chosen from a shortlist of literature that illuminate a changing
India. The authors give voice to India’s evolving characters and the challenges her
children face. Publishers across India submitted titles for consideration. An independent
jury shortlisted these using a rigorous process followed by a detailed read and discussion
of each book. The criteria include the quality of the writing, interpretation of theme,
development of plot, portrayal of characters, crafting of setting, and the presentation of
the book. After months of deliberation, three distinguished books have been chosen to
receive the award.

The Neev Book Award 2018, for the category of junior readers, is given to
“Tiger Boy”, written by Mitali Perkins and published by Duckbill in 2015.

This book explores important themes of environmental sustainability, animal
conservation, poverty and power. The writing, the voice, and the characters all work
together to create a vivid narrative. The book encourages readers to make deep and
empathetic connections to a faraway world where man and animals must coexist.
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NEEV BOOK AWARD 2018 CITATION
YOUNG ADULT

The NEEV Book Award recognises outstanding writing that leads to a fuller
understanding of India, Indian lives, and Indian stories. The award spotlights stories that
offer Indian children reflections of their own lives and experiences. It also invites children
around the world to explore and better understand India. We hope that this award will
encourage and promote Indian children’s literature globally.

The award winners are chosen from a shortlist of literature that illuminate a changing
India. The authors give voice to India’s evolving characters and the challenges her
children face. Publishers across India submitted titles for consideration. An independent
jury shortlisted these using a rigorous process followed by a detailed read and discussion
of each book. The criteria include the quality of the writing, interpretation of theme,
development of plot, portrayal of characters, crafting of setting, and the presentation of
the book. After months of deliberation, three distinguished books have been chosen to
receive the award.

The Neev Book Award, for the category of young adult books, is given to
“Queen of Ice”, written by Devika Rangachari, published by Duckbill in 2014.

This engaging book of historical fiction is about a queen who ruled Kashmir in the 10th
Century CE. It raises awareness of an important period in history and provokes questions
on gender stereotypes. This remarkable book introduces a female protagonist who is
both vulnerable and brutal while paradoxically, loved and feared.
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